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THE LANCET.

LONDON: SATURDAY, MAY 19, 1894.

THE APPROACHING MEETING OF THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

THE General Medical Council will commence its May
sitting on Tuesday next in accordance with its own regula-
tions. The May meeting is, indeed, in a way regarded as the
principal meeting of the year. Happily there is likely to be
no change in the personnel of the Council, neither is there
any’probability of any different class of subjects engaging
its attention. There is a goodly remanet of important
questions from the last meeting. One of these related to

the efficiency of the "conjoint examinations in Ireland."
Our readers will remember that the Council in November

last passed a resolution that unless the prescribed courses of
study and examination required by the Conjoint Board in
Ireland of the Royal College of Surgeons and the Apothe-
caries’ Hall of Dublin were amended so as to bring them into

compliance with the requirements of the Council prior to
the May meeting, the Council would feel it to be their

duty to report the defects to the Privy Council. It

may be confidently assumed that the two bodies named will
have recognised the seriousness of the Council’s warning and
have given an assurance that these defects shall cease. They
were certainly grave and rather incredible. The published 
syllabus of the Royal College, according to Dr. McVAIL,
stated with reference to these examinations that there was no

no examination in mental disease, f and that no certificates
were required in physics, biology, vaccination, mental

diseases, or ophthalmology. But in Ireland, unlike England
and Scotland, there are two separate conjoint bodies. The

Conjoint Board of the Royal Colleges of Physicians and of
Surgeons is the principal examining body and passes a

much larger number of candidates than the Conjoint Board
of the Royal College of Surgeons and of the Apothecaries’
Hall, or, indeed, of any other body. The table of results of

professional examinations in the last volume of the minutes
shows that the Conjoint Board of the two Irish Colleges
passed seventy-seven candidates. It is interesting to notice
that in the final examination they also rejected sixty-four-
only thirteen less than they passed. Even this number of

rejections, however, does not show that they were too austere,
for the Council, at the instigation of the Examination Com-
mittee, guided by the reports of the visitor and inspector,
thought it right to direct the serious attention of the Conjoint
Board of the two Colleges to several unsatisfactory features
in these final examinations, several of which had been

noticed at previous visitations and had remained uncorrected.
There is the less excuse for defects in this examination as

it is by far the most expensive examination of the sort in the
three kingdoms. The Council may hope to have informa-
tion of the correction of the obvious faults pointed out in
this and other bodies. Even the final examinations of the

University of London did not escape criticism. At its last

meeting the Council, at the instance of the Chairman of

the Examination Committee, resolved that the serious

defects pointed out had existed for five years, and that the
answers of the Senate to the observations of the visitors

and inspectors were quite inadequate. Dr. WiLKS assured

the Council that a further reply would be made, and this

reply will be anticipated with interest by all who recognise
the high reputation of the degrees of the University. In

addition to delicate questions arising out of the last batch
of reports of visitors, we may expect that the Reports of
Visitor and Inspector to the Ta’inal Examination of the

Universities of Scotland and the Corporations of England
will be laid before the Council and discussed. These

examinations te&t the working qualifications of the largest
number of students entering the profession and are of the
highest importance.

It would be too much to expect that even the May meeting,
which is supposed to be devoted chiefly to the discussion of
questions affecting medical education and the efficacy of
examinations, will pass without several cases of a more

or less disciplinary character engaging the attention of the
Council. Two or three such stand over from last meeting,
and we believe others are likely to call for settlement. Dr.

RENTOUL has given due notice of his intention to raise the

question of midwives in one or more of those multifarious
forms in which it presents itself to his mind. He has no

doubt pointed out a great anomaly in the loose way in which
certificates are given to midwives after a certain amount of

training and examination. Some of these purport to be
veritable diplomas and are so understood by those who
receive them and by a portion of the public. This

subject is worthy of a little more attention than the

Council has given to it, though it admits of being viewed in
a different light from that in which Dr. RENTOUL sees it.

It is also to be desired, unless this question is to be a

regular part of the programme of every session, that

the Council will treat his representations with a little

more consideration than they did on the last occasion.

These representations should undoubtedly be seriously met,
and the least the Council can do is to take steps to secure that

if legislation with regard to midwives is to take place it
shall be of such a character, and accompanied by such pre-
cautions, as will secure to the poor, whenever necessary,
the inestimable advantages of the attendance of a fully
qualified medical practitioner.
At the last meeting of the Council Mr. BRUDENELL

CARTER introduced the subject of advertising as practised by
some dentists and invited the Council to give an intimation
that such a practice might easily be carried far enough to be
pronounced "infamous conduct " in a professional respect.
In the end the matter was referred to the Executive Com-

mittee to take the opinion of the legal adviser of the

Council. This opinion will no doubt be presented to the
Council. The evil is a great one. If dentists are to enjoy
all the benefits of a registered body under the &aelig;gis of the
General Medical Council they must be prepared to submit
to its discipline. We notice in another column the result

of the appeal of the " General Council of Safe Medicine,
Limited," with regard to the power to grant medical

titles. The course taken by the General Medical Council

has been so far successful, and the Court of Appeal has

justified it. But doubtless on the report of the results of
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its action an opportunity will arise to consider what is the

further duty of the Council in regard to this monstrous

development of the Limited Companies Act. 

THE application by the authorities of the Church of

St, John the Baptist, Clerkenwell, for a faculty to remove
325 bodies from the crypt of that edifice for reinterment at

Woking will demonstrate to the ratepayers the costliness of

superstition. That 325 bodies beneath the floor of a building,
should produce effluvia is not to be wondered at, especially
when it is remembered that everything has been done to
hinder and nothing to hasten the natural process of disso-
lution. We trust that this country has nearly seen the last
of such senseless and mischievous practices, but on this

point we are bound to speak with hesitation, so long as we
continue to "honour" the greatest of our dead by placing
them beneath the floor of Westminster Abbey.

It is uncertain how the practice of interring the dead
within buildings originated. The Emperor CONSTANTINE the
Great, who died in the fourth century, is said to have been
the first who ordered his body to be disposed of after

this fashion, which, being set by an Emperor, soon became
popular. In the Middle Ages ecclesiastical dignitaries were

commonly buried within the buildings with which they were
associated, and if by chance they attained the sanctity of
canonisation there was an eager competition among the laity
to be buried near them. Thus it came to be considered that

burial within a church was essential for maintaining the

respectability of the family of the deceased. The only
benefit which has accrued from this practice is the almost

priceless treasure (from an arch&aelig;ological point of view) of
the many intra-mural monuments which are scattered through
the length and breadth of the land, and which have served
in an extraordinary degree to make us acquainted with our
ancestors. We have often wondered whether SHAKESPEARE,
with a knowledge that he would be interred beneath the
chancel of Stratford Church, recognised the absurdity of

such a mode of interment and, foreseeing with prophetic
insight that a "faculty " might be applied for, inspired the
remarkable lines which are engraved upon his tombstone:

" Good frend, for Jesus sake, forbeare
To digg the dust encloased heare.
Blest be ye man yt spares thes stones,
And curst be he yt moves my bones."

This sentiment, which animated the greatest intellect the

world has ever seen, seems common if it be not almost

instinctive in human nature ; and doubtless many of those
whose remains will be conveyed from Clerkenwell to

Woking shared with SHAKESPEARE the desire to curse

those who should move their bones. Those who still in

the present day harbour such puerile superstitions should
be careful to be buried in the earth, whereby alone, it

would appear, is complete dissipation brought about, and
all danger of subsequent removal obviated, because of

its impossibility. Theoretically the disturbance of old

burial places is not without danger, but we are not

aware that any serious evils have arisen when bodies

have been removed from one spot to another. "Good

lack," as PEPYS would have said, "to think of the

trouble and expense which these dead bodies have been
to the living." The lead and oak coffins to begin with,

and the subsequent removal at the expense of the ratepayers,
when multiplied by 325, must represent a good round sum.
Had they been rationally buried in the earth, and the earth

planted, there would have been by this time a pure soil

beneath, a pure air above freshened by green leaves, and a

very substantial unearned increment in the shape of timber.
In conclusion let us hasten to add that we have no wish

to discourage in any way the honour which is due to the

memory of the great. This, be it observed, is a very
different thing from making attempts to preserve what

is essentially perishable and what in the scheme of nature
was undoubtedly intended to be absorbed into the bosom

the "mother of all things." By all means let our

cathedrals, churches, and other places of worship be made
beautiful by loving records. The monuments in Westminster

Abbey may not harmonise with the architecture of the

building and they may not attain to the highest flights of

&aelig;stheticism, but they represent in a grand and permanent
fashion the waves of national sentiment which have at

intervals thrilled the British nation. Looking at these

records, our minds are filled with the memory of noble lives.
The mind tries not to think of what the flagstones hide.

LAST Saturday morning the largest college in our oldest

university was the scene of a disgraceful emeute. For various

causes a section of the undergraduate members of Christ
Church considered themselves aggrieved with the authorities
set over them, and as a practical demonstration of the extent
to which their feelings had been lacerated they proceeded to
break with sticks and missiles nearly five hundred panes of
glass in Peck water Quad. This is the second time within the

last six months that the junior members of "The House "
have distinguished themselves by disfiguring the buildings of
their college, a reiteration of mischievousness which would
suggest that the offenders of last Christmas were so leniently
dealt with that their fate has proved no deterrent. If this

be so, it is an error of mercy that should not occur again.
We have noted with disappointment the absence from the

columns of our daily contemporaries of any hearty expres-
sions of disapproval of these acts of vandalism ; for in these
matters it behoves a medical journal to hold a brief for orderly
behaviour. The reason for this is apparent. The medical

student has unfortunately been held up to scorn as the pro-
verbial rowdy. The Daily Clironicle of Tuesday, May 15th,
contained the following amazing summary of the modern
medical student’s alleged career :-
"The new school consists of the afore-mentioned enthu-

siasts who have only just passed from the stage at which
young men go forth from the hospitals on football or boat-
race nights to parade the West-end in gangs, knock foot-
passengers off the pavement, and then in the interests of
what they call sport destroy the glasses of some more or less
innocent proprietor of a West-end drinking-bar ; and, having
returned to their Bayswater or Bloomsbury lodging in the
early morning and tried to sleep ofE the effects of bad whisky
and worse cigars, go forth to gloat over men older than them-
selves, destroying human lives in the interests of science."

This picture of the present medical student is grossly in-
correct. It is a libel founded on the laboured caricatures of
ALBERT SMITH and HENRY COOKTON ; and, alas, generally
acquiesced in by the public, still under the sway of the

masterly humour of DiCKENS. But, indeed, Bos SAWYER is
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as obsolete as the "cramp-rings " of Sir KENELM DIGBY or

his "apoplectic snuff." The rowdy of West-end drinking
bars, the terror of peaceable foot-passengers, is rare in our

hospital schools, and would be there looked upon with about
as much favour as Mr. JACK HopxiNs of St. Bartholomew’s

might expect to receive at the hands of the students of the
famous institution to which he was supposed to belong if
he presented himself before them in his historic costume

of "a black velvet waistcoat, with thunder-and-lightning
buttons, and a blue-striped shirt with a white false collar. "

But is not the time nearly ripe when all this should be

generally recognised ? The stage has bitterly resented the
euphemistic description of every Cyprian as an .. I actress,"
and the result has been that the police reports are now more

accurately, if more broadly, worded. We would ask for our

medical students the same assistance from the lay press.

Every ro7/dy who is arrested in the streets and who vaguely
describes himself as a student is not a medical student.

We will go further-he is almost invariably employed in

some pursuit other than medicine. Our much-examined

students have not the leisure, even if the nature of their

studies, now high in level and wide in range, was not calcu-
lated to remove the inclination, to live up or down to their

"proverbial" character. Surely, then, as they have ceased
to deserve the appellation of rowdy, it is time that it

should no longer be applied to them. When we regard the

leniency with which the latest Oxonian exploit has been
viewed in the columns of our contemporaries, we cannot re-
frain from mentally picturing the sort of literary castigation
that the offenders would have received had they been medical
students. Yet we venture to say that not within the memory
of any of our readers has a similar display of wanton conduct
been given by the aspirants to the temperate and laborious

profession of healing. There is a wise saw which tells

tersely the inevitable and pendant fate of the dog of ill-

repute. Its truth has been now somewhat over-demon-

strated in the case of the medical student, and it is time

that another aphorism came into play. Even the worm, we

understand, will turn. In the name of our medical students,
may we be permitted to resent for them the eternal

representation of them as bar-loafers and vulgar leaders
in pavement riots ?

Annotations.

THE HOSPITAL SUNDAY FUND.

" Ne quid nimis." "

WE have received from the secretary of the Metropolitan
Hospital Sunday Fund some memoranda concerning its

origin in London and its subsequent work. The document
sets forth that twenty-one years ago, in 1873, Hospital Sunday
was established in London ; that the late Dr. James Wakley,
Editor of THE LANCET, was the first person to press
for Hospital Sunday in London by numerous paragraphs
and articles ; that the present proprietors publish their ’,
Hospital Sunday Supplement and forward it gratuitously by
post to the representatives of all the congregations of London ;
that Lord Mayor Waterlow gave practical effect to the sug-
gestions of the late Canon Miller, D.D., and others, and
became the first president and treasurer of the Fund in

London ; that Sir Edmund Hay Currie and Mr. Richard B.
Martin, M.P., have worked as honorary secretaries from the
commencement, and still hold office. In the past twenty-
one years 725,647 has been collected on behalf of this
Fund and disbursed by the Council at an expenditure of
little over 3 per cent. The document describes the vast-
ness of the work of dealing with five millions of people
living close to each other, of whom the great majority are
poor, and many of whom are sick and suffering. "In
round numbers," it adds, "100,000 is wanted this year
to cover the liabilities of our hospitals and dispensaries."
The sum indicated is by no means a fanciful one in a city
like London, with 1,200,000 persons dependent for their
health and life upon its medical institutions. All who are in

any way connected with suffering humanity must desire to
see the contributions to the Hospital Sunday Fund

augmented far beyond their present inefficiency. In no

year during the past twenty-one have the collections from

congregations ever reached the sum of 40,000. The

effort to accomplish the desired end must therefore be

a great one, demanding much concentration of effort.

Indeed, the wave of charity on behalf of hospitals, so

far as congregational subscriptions have been concerned, has
been receding during the last three years. From every part
of the country, the record, especially last year, has been on
a descending scale, and the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday
Fund suffered to the extent of nearly 2,000 over the pre-
vious year. This is the more regrettable from the circum-
stance that the amount of sickness and disease in the
London districts has not shown any signs of diminution.

Applications for relief had, on the other hand, markedly
increased. Another cause for dismay will be observed on
estimating the number of hospital beds vacant in the

metropolis through sheer inability of the management to
provide the requisite funds. In this great city 8216 beds are
provided in the hospitals in the various districts, but nearly
2000 of these are tenantless by reason of the dearth of subscrip-
tions. This condition shows no signs of diminution, as recent
returns indicate that still more beds are becoming untenanted.
The year 1893 was undoubtedly one of disaster to the com-
mercial and financial classes ; but even in the best years
and under the best circumstances the collection falls miser-

ably short of what it ought to realise in this great emporium
of wealth. Medical men of all people are the best qualified
to fully realise the advantages of their association with the
Hospital Sunday movement, and we trust that on June 10th
it will be abundantly manifest that the co-operation on

behalf of this Fund of all classes of the community has
been re-invigorated and has resulted in realising the most
sanguine expectations of the supporters of the Metropolitan
Hospital Sunday Fund. ____

THE CART HORSE EXHIBITION.

THE Cart Horse Exhibition held last Monday in Regent’s-
park presented many features of interest to those repre-
sentatives of medicine who say, with the great classic, they
are men and whatever pertains to men is of moment to them.
This was the tenth exhibition of the kind, but it exceeded
all the preceding ones both in success and importance. The

grand object is to improve the quality of that most useful
servant of man, the cart-horse ; but another design is
to improve the quality of the men who have the animals
in charge, to make them more humane and more careful
of the health of the animals. The awards to the men
in the way of diplomas and metal badges are the tempta-
tion for the improvements they produce, and the result
shows that the method is sound as well as merciful. After
the award of prizes the procession round the inner circle of
the park for the distribution of the much-valued diplomas and
badges by the Baroness Burdett-Coutts was certainly a won-
derful sight. Such masses of vital power and giant beauty


